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Last Summer I attended a forum on the role of seminaries in stewardship education convened by the Association of Theological Schools and the Auburn Center for the Study of Theological Education.  The most important insight of this group, from my perspective, was that the public leadership of pastors on the topic of faith and money is directly affected by their personal stewardship beliefs and practices.
At one point in the conversation, several of the seminary administrators expressed frustration. Despite their best efforts to reduce the costs of a seminary degree through grants and scholarships, too many graduates are beginning their service in the church burdened with large indebtedness resulting from the misuse of credit to support a consumer lifestyle. They argued that by the time individuals enter seminary, lifestyle patterns and theological convictions around the topic of faith and money are already established - and that these patterns and beliefs are influenced more by our consumer culture than by faith convictions. 
Little wonder that this is the case. According to Nathan Dungan, the author of Prodigal Sons & Material Girls: How Not to be Your Children’s ATM (John Wiley and Sons, Inc., 2003) and Founder and President of Share-Save-Spend LLC., our children and youth are the primary targets of “5,000 advertising impressions each and every day. Young people under the age of 25 spend five times more money (adjusted for inflation) than their parents did at their age.” They “spend or influence the spending of 1 trillion dollars each year.” 
The forum participants agreed that more can and should be done through the process of financial aid counseling, the seminary curriculum and continuing education opportunities, to address the personal stewardship habits, theology and leadership skills of pastors. However, they realized that the effort to develop pastors who teach and model good stewardship must begin in the home and congregation in their earliest years of spiritual formation of all our children.
To achieve this we must utilize all available resources and overcome the traditional compartmentalization of our congregational committee structures. The following are a few sources of materials that I feel are helpful for nurturing a  biblical understanding of stewardship in our children, youth and families.
Dungan’s Share Save Spend program develops the basic three-pronged approach of engaging parents in teaching their children to share with others some of their resources, developing the patience and discipline of saving for the future and clarifying their values to distinguish between needs and wants in their spending decisions will create better stewards. You can learn about his resources for accomplishing this at WWW.sharesavespend.com.
Another organization that provides great resources for family and congregational stewardship education is Alternatives for Simple Living. This group produces the “Whose Birthday Is It Anyway?” resource for alternative ways of celebrating Christmas as well as other resources. Their message is that we must learn to “live simply so that others may simply live.” Their website is WWW.simpleliving.org

Three resources available through Presbyterian Distribution Services are The Stu Bear children’s’ story books on various stewardship topics, Choices curriculum for youth and the Confident Steward CD-based resource which includes suggestions for integrating stewardship education for children, youth and families into the year-round stewardship education program. These and other resources are discussed on the PC(USA) stewardship website at WWW.pcusa.org/stewardship.
Finally, the Presbyterian Conservation Corps and its Eco-Stewards Project is a new initiative being developed jointly by the Presbyterian Camps and Conference Centers Association and Presbyterians for Restoring Creation. According to the PCC website, “young adults will be trained as ‘Eco-Stewards’ at our camps and sent to other camps and into our churches to inspire deeper commitments to ecological stewardship.” A first training was held last summer in California and two more will be held this June in Pennsylvania and Colorado. 
These are some of the resources and efforts underway. However, these resources cannot be effective so long as we relegate all discussion of money and possessions to the annual campaign appeals for giving to the church’s budget. Rather, we must integrate it into the entire life of the congregation throughout the year as well model faithful stewardship in our institutional practices.  It is only as we do this that we will nurture leaders who can faithfully model and effectively address the issues around faith and money.
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